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CORONA VIRUS
.......... ) PREVENT[ON

WASH YOUR HANDS
AT LEAST 20 SECONDS

USESOAP

How do you see the impact of COVID-19 on the architecture
and interior designing industry? Suggest some positive
views to uplift the beat of the whole market.

Coronavirus may not have a predominant effect on the architecture and

interior designing industry in literal terms but it has definitely invigorated
everyone to revisit the roots of architecture directing them to the basics.
Due to this pandemic break, designers have become more sensitive about WEAR MASK
incorporating sustainable and passive strategies in their designs which were
rudimentary but have been ignored for a long time. The pandemic, in fact,
is a temporary situation which people will overcome over a period of time.
There will definitely be habitual changes where the flexibility of design may
work wonders. Bright side, COVID-19 has given a new perspective and

ideology to the designers where we are deciding to incorporate a modular

approach towards design whether it be decongesting spaces, use of flexible
furniture, developing a residence as a retreat or a touch less entry which AVOID CROWDS
may eventually aid the buildings to come out better. Once the post lockdown
guidelines for architecture are released by the Government and the labour
gets back to work, it will be a mandate for designers like us to maintain social
distancing which could be a crucial aspect. Also, we would be incorporating

the new guidelines in our projects turther.
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AVOID HANDSHAKE

What changes will come in the designing field, to mitigate
the current challenge of working from home; and yet
delivering your best? What opportunities do you see
currently in the situation of the present times, amidst
COVID?

Work from home has been an illuminating experience which has made us
digitally sound. We have become familiar with numerous new applications

like Zoom, Google Meet and more which has taken work into a better
DISINFECT CON TACT ELEMENTS

direction now. Further, when we get back to our normal lives, we shall
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CORONAVIRUS

definitely be more dependent on platforms like these aiding

communications for meetings and discussions through online
video conferencing. Although itis crucial for employers to monitor
the 8 to 9 hours of productivity in this scenario. Work from home
is a great opportunity if one has to work individually and they
have resources like a separate study or office at their residence
with all the necessary equipment at one place and they can
acquire the peace they need to concentrate on work. Although,
for a collaborative assignment, office is a more efficient and result
worthy space.
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What are your latest projects; and
tell us about your valuable in-puts
in them? Also, mention the niche of
those recent and successful projects,
such as - are they commercial
success or environmental or
biological beauties?

A biological beauty I am currently working
upon is Mr Harsh Bansal’s residence. This
sumptuous residence is being planned to
rest in The Golf Links, one of the poshest
colonies in New Delhi. This area constitutes
numerous dwellings encompassing vibrant
and lush landscaped garden views and
commodious planning. The design scheme
follows contemporary minimalism, which is
my favourite design style. The amalgamation
of an exotic material palette including zinc,
glass, wood and metal facade creates a
harmonious yet minimalistic effect on the
overall modern geometry of the project. Based
on the fundamentals of horizontal and vertical
interaction between indoors with outdoors,
an open plan concept has been introduced.
With enormous openings in the front and rear




along with few cutouts at the terrace level, the house acquires an abundance
of natural and ventilation.

The notion of assimilating a sustainable design concept here is to curb the
jeopardy of the hot and dry climate while taking the advantage of exuberant
landscaped gardens of Lutyens Delhi.

To achieve a successful design based on the challenges, the project was
introduced to the solarium and certain passive design strategies like —

1. Use of cavity walls

2. Double glazed high-performance slim aluminium profile fenestrations
3. Vertical and horizontal shading devices like

* Privacy wooden louvre

* Rotatable, sliding and stack louvre blades

* Pergola with rotatable blades and integrated light and sound system
* Retractable skylight with a waterproof and sunblocked screen on top.

What trends do you see for the current year — 2020, in terms
of the designs, colors, techniques and patterns of work
which would be a better solution and a best hit for the
season of 2020-2021?

The pandemic will majorly account for technical changes in specifications &
services rather than aesthetics. For instance, there will be new benchmarks
for HVAC systems that will need to be taken into account. Automation &
technology will be the latest part & parcel of planning where designs will be
more futuristic. Installations like sensor doors, sensor taps, automatic soap
dispensers will become the present-day need for public spaces. Currently,
we can start outlining interactive facades with shading devices moving with
the sun path diagram. Also, we can assimilate novel sustainable & vernacular
concepts using indigenous options while avoiding the import of material. m
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